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Executive Officer Appointment and Contract 

Members of the Commission 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Commission: 

1. Approve one-year employment agreement with Michael Prater fi r $13,418.77
monthly plus an extra cash allowance of $50 per pay period and effective Noverhber 22, 2020, 
appoint Mr. Prater as Executive Officer of the Santa Barbara Local Agency Fo

t
ation 

Commission; and 

2. Rescind appointment of William Dillon as Interim Executive Officer, effective
the date Mr. Pater assumes office. 

DISCUSSION 

After an extensive recruitment process, the Commission selected Michael Prater as the next 
Executive Officer of the Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission Today's action 
will formalize that selection by approving an employment contract and appoin ing Mr. Prater as 
the Executive Officer. The effective date of the appointment is to be NovembeJ 22, 2020, which 
is the date following Mr. Prater stepping down from his current position 1·th the San Luis
Obispo LAFCO. 

In a significant break from past Santa Barbara LAFCO practice, Mr. Prater is being hired as an 
employee rather than an independent contractor. As an employee, Mr. Pr�ter will receive 
pension and health care benefits on par with an entry level department head with the County of 
Santa Barbara. 

Pension benefits will be administered by the Santa Barbara County Employees' Retirement 
System. Health Care and other benefits are addressed in the employment agreertlent. 

The monthly salary is proposed to be 13,418.77 plus an extra cash allowanJ of $50 per pay 
period. The extra cash allowance is based on Mr. Prater's 10 years of experien f working at San
Luis Obispo LAFCO. A similar provision was included in the contract for tllte Santa Barbara 
County Air Pollution Control Officer where the new executive officer had exte lsive air pollution 
control district experience but was a first-time executive officer when appointed. 

I 
Commissioners: Craig Geyer, Chair + Roger Aceves + Cynthia Allen + Jay Freeman+ Joan Hartmanp + Steve Lavagnino 
Holly Sierra+ Shane Stark+ Etta Waterfield, Vice-Chair+ Roger Welt + Das Wiilliams + Executive Officer: William Dillon
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Although the agreement is characterized as a one-year agreement, it runs through to and includes 
December 2, 2021, which is a regularly date for the Commission's monthly meeting. The 
agreement is subject to extensions with the consent of both parties. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, .. , ,,., /-'? . "" I 
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William M Dillon 
Interim Executive Officer 

Attachment: Agreement for LAFCO Executive Officer Services. 
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