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Title 
County Counsel Appointment 

RECOMMENDATION 

Consider execution of an agreement with County of Santa Barbara for appointment of County 
Counsel to serve as legal counsel to the Commission pursuant to Government Code section 
56384(b), to be effective when executed by the County, scheduled for February 13, 2024. 

DISCUSSION 

Pursuant to Government Code section 56384(b), the proposed contract will, appoint Santa 
Barbara County Counsel as Commission legal counsel and provide for the Commission to 
reimburse County for the cost of services provided by County Counsel, including expenses. The 
cost of services shall be billed at hourly rates that reflect the cost of services provided, with such 
rates established by County annually. The initial cost shall not exceed $65,000 for the first full 
fiscal year. Such amount may be increased or decreased for any fiscal year through the 
Commission's budget adoption and modification process. 

If County Counsel is subject to a conflict of interest on any matter before the Commission, and 
such conflict cannot be addressed through appropriate "ethical walls" within County Counsel, 
the Commission will appoint alternative legal counsel to advise on such matter. 

This agreement will automatically renew each fiscal year unless notice to terminate is given by 
County or Commission at least sixty (60) days before end of the fiscal year. 

The contract will be effective when fully executed by the parties. The Board of Supervisors is 
scheduled to approve the contract on February 13, 2024. 

Please contact me if you have any comments or questions. 
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William M Dillon 
Law Office of William Dillon 
LAFCO Counsel 
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