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Local Agency Formation Commission 
105 East Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara CA 93101 

Amending Sphere of Influence for Santa Rita Hills Community Services District 

Dear Members of the Commission 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Commission consider updating the Spheres of Influence, as 
follows:  
 

a) Finding that the action is exempt from provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) based on the determination that this action does not have the 
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment (Section 15061(b)(3)).  The 
SOI amendment also does not relate to changes in the physical world which a 
public agency is about to make, authorize or fund and, therefore, is not a “project” 
under CEQA Guidelines section 15378, and  
 

b) Adopt resolutions, amending the Spheres of Influence for Santa Rita Hills 
Community Services District. 

DISCUSSION 

Background:  

The law requires that Spheres of Influence be updated every five years. The Santa Barbara 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) received a report from its staff regarding 
Transportation MSR/SOI and continued the schedule review and update to the Sphere of 
Influence for the Santa Rita Hills Community Services District in Santa Barbara County. 
 
Staff has reviewed all the material including public comments presented at the January 
11, 2024 hearing and concludes with the inclusion of all material reference in the report 
on January 11, 2024 with attachments. In light of that review, the Executive Officer 
recommends that the Commission amend the Sphere of Influence for the Santa Rita Hills 
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Community Services District to include the MOA Road as Study Area #1. The attachments 
included the Countywide Service and Sphere Review for Transportation, Parking, Street 
Sweeping & Beautification, Lighting, Transit, and Airport Services, Public Hearing Notice, 
Comment Letters & Change Table. 
 
A number of issues were raised during public comment concerning the 3-person make-up 
of the Board of Directors for SRHCSD, application for amending the SOI, detailed meets-
and-bounds for MOA Roadway alignment amoung others. 
 
The Commission Legal Counsel opined in open session at January meeting regarding the 
role of the Commission related to 3-Member Board of SRHCSD. This is to say, the make-up 
of the Board of Directors is not an action, determination, or enforcement of LAFCO. That role 
is for other County Departments and if concerns are raised either the District Attorney Office 
or Civil Grand Jury process could consider the matter. 
 
The necessity or need for an application to amend the SRHCSD Sphere of Influence does not 
necessarily have to come from a formal application as outlined in the CKH Act. Through the 
process of a Municipal Service Review and Sphere of Influence Update process the 
Commisssion may act on determining the SOI for thee studied agency. 
 
The CKH Act outlines the need for a simple map to delineate the sphere of influence 
boundary and does not call for detailed meets-and-bounds such as what is required for 
an annexation application. The recommended SOI for SRHCSD alignes with the County 
approved grading and Land Use Permit for Case No. 15LUP-00000-00072; APN 099-150-
016; “RANCHO SANTA RITA (BLANCO) ACCESS ROAD GRADING PROJECT”; 
23GRD-00221. This permit thas been appealed and will proceed with County appeal 
process. LAFCO staff utilized the same pre-permit plans/specs submitted and drawn by 
Stantec as further depicted in Exhibit B of draft Resolution of this report to align SOI and 
future proposed roadway. 
 
Conclusion. LAFCO has completed all the steps necessary to update the affected agency 
Sphere of Influence consistent with the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act. As stated in the 
MSR “The Executive Officer also recommends the Santa Rita Hills Community Services District 
align with the 1990 MOA Road that was granted permission to be built along the easement. 
Connecting the end of Sweeney Road to the District boundary would resolve access to the Lakeview 
Estates. AB 2455 sunsets on January 1, 2035. If the District cannot resolve the issue with roadway 
access by the time AB 2455 expires, then under Senate Bill 448 (Wieckowski) LAFCO will notify 
the State Controller’s Office to have SRHCSD join the list of inactive districts.” The 
recommendation to expand the SOI is because of the importance of the road to SRHCSD 
and the contentious history of the road.   
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  Attachments 

Attachment A –  Notice of Exemption Section 15061(b)(3), and 15378 not a project 

Attachment B –  Draft Resolution amending SRHCSD SOI 

Attachment C –  Public Comments 
 

Please contact the LAFCO office if you have any questions.  

Sincerely,  

 
Mike Prater 
Executive Officer 
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

Filing of Notice of Exemption in Compliance with Section 21108 of the Public Resources Code 
 

TO: County Clerk 
County of Santa Barbara 
105 East Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara CA 93101 

FROM: Local Agency Formation Commission 105 
East Anapamu Street, Room 407 Santa 
Barbara CA 93101 
805/568-3391 

 

PROJECT 
TITLE: 

SPHERE OF INFLUENCE UPDATE AND MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW FOR 
SANTA RITA HILLS COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT IN SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY 

 

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION: 
 

Project Location: 
 

The jurisdictional boundaries of Santa Rita Hills Community Services District are included, located in Santa 
Barbara County. 

 
 Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 

 
LAFCO has prepared a Sphere of Influence (SOI) Update and Municipal Service Review for 23 agencies 
identified in the Transportation MSR. The SOI is a 20-year growth boundary that includes areas that may be 
served by a City or District in the future. This SOI update and Service Review recommends amending the 
Santa Rita Hills Community Services District Sphere of Influence to include the MOA Road part of Study Area 
#1. The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act calls for the Service Review to be completed either prior to or concurrent 
with, the Sphere of Influence update. The Service Review evaluates the public services provided by the 23 
agencies and provides the information base for updating the SOIs.  
 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out the Project: 

Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission 

Reasons for Exemption.  The proposed Sphere of Influence Update and Municipal Services Review does 
not involve any entitlement, authorization, or permit for the siting or construction of any facilities or 
development. CEQA Regulation Section 15061(b)(3) states "The activity is covered by the general rule that 
CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 
Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a 
significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA." Also, the SOI amendment does not 
relate to changes in the physical world which a public agency is about to make, authorize or fund and, 
therefore, is not a “project” under Section 15378. (See City of Agora Hills v. LAFCO (1998) 198 C.A.3d 480, 
493.) Therefore, the SOI amendment is exempt per Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15378 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines. 
 
 

 
 
 ________________________________   _____March 7, 2024____________ 
Mike Prater, Executive Officer     Date 
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A Sphere of Influence is a plan for probable, physical boundary and service areas of a local agency or 
jurisdiction.  As such, it does not give property inside the Sphere boundary any more development rights 
than what already exist.  The Sphere of Influence Boundary is a long-range planning tool that assists 
LAFCO in making decisions about a jurisdiction’s future boundary.  The Sphere indicates areas that might 
be served by an agency.  It is unknown if an area will ever be annexed to the agency.  Also, it is often 
uncertain what type of precise land use is going to be proposed for a specific area.  In the case of Santa 
Rita Hills Community Service District Sphere of Influence Update, extension of MOA Road (Rancho Santa 
Rita access road) is recommended in the Sphere of Influence Update document.  
 
The study of impacts associated with the Sphere of Influence is often speculative since it is unclear what 
type of project might be proposed or if an area will even be annexed in the future.  The City and County 
study impacts comprehensively when a project-specific environmental review is completed. 
 
Santa Rita Hills Community Services District – Study Area 1 MOA Road easement. Since 1990 the MOA 
Road that was granted permission to be built along the easement would connect the end of Sweeney 
Road to the District boundary. The County permit expired, and the case was closed in 2013 for an access 
road. A new permit will be issued under an exemption before construction of the access road is granted. 
No development is being contemplated and the land use regulations for the area would not be expected 
to change. 
 
 
The Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission will approve the above-referenced project 
on March 7, 2024 and has determined it to be exempt from further environmental review under the 
requirements of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as defined in the State and 
local Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA. 

 
Exempt Status: 

 

Ministerial 
Statutory 

 Categorical Exemption 
Emergency Project 
No Possibility of Significant Effect [Sec. 15061 (b,3)] 

 

 
 

By:    Date:    3/7/24  
Executive Officer 
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LAFCO 24-xx 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA BARBARA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 
COMMISSION MAKING WRITTEN DETERMINATIONS AND CEQA FINDINGS 
APPROVING AMENDMENT TO SPHERE OF INFLUENCE FOR SANTA RITA 

HILLS COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTIRCT 
 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section 56425, 56427, and 56430, and the 
Commission’s duly adopted Policies for Spheres of Influence determinations, the Commission has 
initiated and conducted the 2023 Countywide Transportation, Parking, Street Sweeping & 
Beautification, Lighting, Transit, and Airport Services and Sphere of Influence Review for 23 
agencies:  Goleta West Sanitary District, Isla Vista Community Services District, Mission Hills 
Community Services District, Santa Rita Hills Community Services District, Santa Ynez 
Community Services District, Guadalupe Lighting District, Mission Canyon Lighting District, 
North County Lighting District, County Service Area 3 (Goleta Valley), County Service Area 11 
(Summerland & Carpinteria Area), County Service Area 41 (Rancho Santa Rita), Santa Maria 
Public Airport District, Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District,  City of Buellton, City of 
Carpinteria, City of Goleta, City of Guadalupe, City of Lompoc, City of Santa Barbara, City of 
Santa Maria, and City of Solvang (“service providers”).  

 
WHEREAS, the Commission is required to review and update, as necessary, adopted 

spheres of influence not less than every five years, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission is directed to conduct a review of municipal services not 

later than the time it considers an action to establish or update a sphere of influence, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Executive Officer has given the notices required by law and forwarded 
copies of his report to officers, persons and service providers as prescribed by law; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 11, 2024, the Commission took final action to approve the 

municipal service reviews and spheres of influence updates and amendments for the agencies 
listed above, except for the sphere of influence amendment for the Santa Rita Hills 
Community Services District, which was continued to the Commission’s regular meeting on 
March 7, 2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Commission has heard, discussed and considered all relevant evidence, 

including but not limited to, the Executive Officer reports, and environmental documents, 
applicable general and specific, plans and all testimony; and  

 
WHEREAS, the proposed sphere of influence amendment concerns the access road, 

referred to as the “Memorandum (MOA) of Agreement Road,” from Sweeny Road to the 
District and is of great importance; and  
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WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes that for years the access road has been a 

source of contention between the residents of Santa Rita Hills and the landowners on whose 
land the road easement is located; and 

 
WHEREAS, including the road easement area within the District’s sphere of influence 

as a study area may help facilitate eventual resolution of long-standing issues; and 
 
WHEREAS, at said hearings, this Commission heard and received all oral and written 

protests, objections, and evidence which were made, presented or filed, and all person’s present 
were given the opportunity to hear and be heard in respect to any matter relating to said Sphere of 
Influence Update and Municipal Service Review for the Santa Rita Hills Community Services 
District; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED DETERMINED AND ORDERED by 

the Commission as follows: 
 

(1) Finds this action is exempt from provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act, Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq. (CEQA) based on the 
determination that this action does not have the potential for causing a significant effect on 
the environment (Section 15061(b)(3)).  The SOI amendment also does not relate to 
changes in the physical world which a public agency is about to make, authorize or 
fund and, therefore, is not a “project” under CEQA Guidelines section 15378; 
 

(2) Has considered all factors required to be considered by Government Code Section 
56425(e) and 56430 and hereby adopts such determinations as set forth in the Final 
Adopted Sphere of Influence Update and Municipal Service Review with said 
determinations being incorporated by reference herein as though set forth in full; 
and  
 

(3) Amends the Sphere of Influence of the Santa Rita Hills Community Services 
District to include the MOA Road easement area not currently within the 
boundaries of the agencies, as shown on Exhibit A and B. 

 
This resolution is hereby adopted this 7th day of March, 2024 in Santa Barbara, 

California.  
 
AYES: 

 
NOES: 

 
ABSTAIN: 
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Santa Barbara County Local Agency 
Formation Commission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

 
Natasha Carbajal, Clerk/Analyst  
Santa Barbara County 
Local Agency Formation Commission 

By:   _ 
Jay Freeman, Chair 

Date:   _ 
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mike.sblafco@gmail.com

From: hblanco@abns.com
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 2:39 PM
To: mike.sblafco@gmail.com
Cc: 'Hank Blanco'
Subject: To LAFCO Commissioners ; Santa Barbara BOSupervisors and William Dillon, Legal 

Counsel please...
Attachments: 20240207074422224.pdf

Commissioners, 

I am a property owner in Lakeview Estates.  Your January agenda (item 6, d, 2) included consideration of a staff proposal 
to amend the Sphere of Influence of Study Area #1 for the Santa Rita Hills Community Services District to include the 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Road easement area not currently within the boundaries of the agency.  A copy of the 
footprint for requested expansion area is attached.   

Lakeview Estates is currently unserved by an all-weather road.  This has impeded improvements to parcels inside the 
Santa Rita Hills Community Services District.  The road is necessary to correct an overly optimistic 1960’s plan to dam the 
Santa Ynez River located on the south edge of the district and connect to Santa Rita Road.  That access is impossible for 
obvious reasons and the Lakeview Estates parcel owners have been using an old access road, for decades, which is 
inadequate to meet county standard to allow improvements inside the district.   

Recently litigation concluded that establishes a new road access, pursuant to an existing 1990 Memorandum of 
Agreement between the district parcel owners and the Cargasacchi family (who own the land between the current 
terminus of Sweeney Road and the western district boundary).  This new access road, meeting county standards, will 
allow access for fire and public safety officials as well as the parcel owners.   

Expansion of the district’s sphere of influence by LAFCO is consistent with your mandate to encourage the efficient 
provision of government services and encourage the orderly formation and development of local agencies based on local 
conditions and circumstances.  See, Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000, section 
56300(a). 

Planned, well ordered, efficient urban development of the existing 39 parcels at Lakeview Estates requires access to a 
public roadway that meets county standards.  Expansion of the Shere of Influence for the Santa Rita CSD will allow the 
district to build and manage the needed new road. 

Expansion of the district’s sphere of influence will allow the district to construct and maintain a new all-weather access 
road from the current terminus of Sweeney Road to the western edge of the district’s current boundary.  It is needed to 
serve all 39 parcel owners in the district and approval is consistent with LAFCO’s mandate.  I urge you to approve the SOI 
expansion. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  If you have questions please contact me. 

Hank Blanco 

cc: Mike Prater, Executive Officer 
      William Dillon, Legal Counsel 
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LAND USE PERMIT NO.: 15LUP-OOOOO-00072

BLANCO GRADING FOR ACCESS ROAD IMPROVEMENTSProject Name:

Project Address: 4375 SWEENEY RD, LOMPOC, CA 93436

A.P.N.: 099-150-016

Zone: AG-II-100

The Planning and Development Department hereby approves this Land Use Permit for the project described below based upon 

compliance with the required findings for approval and subject to the attached terms and conditions.

APPROVAL DATE: 1/29/2024

LOCAL APPEAL PERIOD BEGINS: 1/30/2024

LOCAL APPEAL PERIOD ENDS: 2/8/2024

DATE OF PERMIT ISSUANCE (if no appeal filed): 2/9/2024

APPEALS:

1. The approval of this Land Use Permit may be appealed to the County Planning Commission by the applicant, owner, or any 

aggrieved person. An aggrieved person is defined as any person who, either in person or through a representative, appeared 

at a public hearing in connection with this decision or action being appealed, or who by other appropriate means prior to a 

hearing or decision, informed the decision-maker of the nature of their concerns, or who, for good cause, was unable to do 

either. The appeal must be filed in writing and submitted in person to the Planning and Development Department at either 123 

East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, or 624 West Foster Road, Suite C, Santa Maria, prior to 5:00 p.m. on or before the date 

that the local appeal period ends as identified above (CLUDC Chapter 35.102 Appeals).

2. Payment of a fee is required to file an appeal of the approval of this Land Use Permit.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY:  The project is a request for a Land Use Permit to grade a road through an easement over 

an existing agricultural field. The proposed road will be 20 feet wide and will span 3,945 linear feet. Grading will include 1,157 cubic 

yards of cut and 864 cubic yards of fill. To receive additional information regarding this project and /or to view the application 

and/or plans, please contact Kevin De Los Santos at 123 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, by email (santosk@countyofsb.org) 

or by phone ((805) 884-8051).

PROJECT SPECIFIC CONDITIONS:  See Attachment "A"

ASSOCIATED CASE NUMBERS:  None

PERMIT ISSUANCE: This Land Use Permit will be issued following the close of the appeal period provided an appeal is not filed , 

or if appealed, the date of final action on the appeal which has the effect of upholding the approval of the permit. Issuance of this 

permit is subject to compliance with the following terms and conditions:

1. Notice. Notice of this project shall be posted on the project site by the applicant utilizing the language and form of the notice 

provided by the Planning and Development Department. The notice shall remain posted continuously until at least 10 calendar 

days following action on the permit, including an action on any appeal of this permit (CLUDC Chapter 35.106 Noticing and 

Public Hearings). The Proof of Posting of Notice on Project Site shall be signed and returned to the Planning and 

Development Department prior to the issuance of the permit.

2. Compliance with conditions. All conditions that are required to be satisfied prior to issuance of the permit have been satisfied 

and the permit has been signed by the applicant or owner.

3. Design Review. If required, the project has been granted final approval by the appropriate Board of Architectural Review ATTACHMENT C
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(BAR), and an appeal of that final approval has not been filed.

4. Appeals. An appeal of the approval of this permit, or an appeal of the final approval by the BAR, has not been filed with the 

County. If an appeal has been filed then the permit shall not be issued until final action on the appeal(s) has occurred which 

has the effect of upholding the approval of this permit, and, if applicable, the final approval by the BAR.

5. Other approvals. Any other necessary approvals required prior to issuance of this Land Use Permit have been granted.

PERMIT EXPIRATION AND EXTENSION: This permit shall remain valid only as long as compliance with all applicable 

requirements of the CLUDC and the permit continues, including the conditions of approval specific to this permit. Additionally:

1. The approval of this permit shall expire either 12 months from the effective date of the permit or other period allowed in 

compliance with an approved Time Extension, and shall be considered void and of no further effect unless the permit is either 

issued within the applicable period in compliance with the terms indicated above or a valid application for a Time Extension is 

submitted prior to the expiration of this 12 month period and is subsequently approved (CLUDC: Section 35.82.110).

2. This permit shall expire two years from the date of issuance and be considered void and of no further effect unless the use 

and/or structure for which the permit was issued has been lawfully established or commenced in compliance with the issued 

permit or an application for a Time Extension is submitted prior to the expiration of this two year period and is subsequently 

approved (CLUDC: Section 35.82.110).

3. The effective date of this permit shall be (a) the day following the close of any applicable appeal period provided an appeal is 

not filed, or (b) if appealed, the date of final action on the appeal which has the effect of upholding the approval, or (c) some 

other date as indicated in this permit (CLUDC: Section 35.82.020).

WORK PROHIBITED PRIOR TO PERMIT ISSUANCE: No work, development, or use intended to be authorized pursuant to this 

permit approval shall commence prior to issuance of this permit and/or any other required permit (e.g., building permit).

OWNER/APPLICANT ACKNOWLEDGMENT: Undersigned permittee acknowledges receipt of this approval and agrees to abide 

by all conditions and terms thereof. Undersigned permittee also acknowledges that issuance of this permit for this project does not 

allow construction or use outside of the project description, nor shall it be construed to be an approval of a violation of any 

provision of any County policy, ordinance or other governmental regulation.

                                                                                                                                                                  /                                                                   

Print name Signature Date

Land Use Approval By:

                                                                                                       /                                            

Director, Planning and Development Date

PERMIT ISSUANCE:  The permit shall be issued and deemed effective on the date signed and indicated below.

Planning and Development Department Issuance By:

                                                                                                       /                                            

Planner Date

Kevin De Los Santos 1/29/2024
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No Project Specific Conditions

ATTACHMENT A: CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL
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15LUP-OOOOO-00072

BLANCO GRADING FOR ACCESS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

Project Description

Proj Des-01 Project Description: This Land Use Permit is based upon and limited to compliance 

with the project description and all conditions of approval set forth below, including mitigation 

measures and specified plans and agreements included by reference, as well as all applicable County 

rules and regulations.  The project description is as follows:

The project is a request for a Land Use Permit to grade a road through an easement over an existing 

agricultural field. The proposed road will be 20 feet wide and will span 3,945 linear feet. Grading will 

include 1,157 cubic yards of cut and 864 cubic yards of fill. No trees are proposed for removal . 

Access to the project site is provided off of Sweeney Road. The property is a 346.16-acre parcel 

zoned AG-II-100 and shown as Assessor's Parcel Number 099-150-016, located at 4375 Sweeney 

Road in the Lompoc area, Third Supervisorial District.

Any deviations from the project description, exhibits or conditions must be reviewed and approved by 

the County for conformity with this approval.  Deviations may require approved changes to the permit 

and/or further environmental review.  Deviations without the above described approval will constitute a 

violation of permit approval.

 1.

Proj Des-02 Project Conformity: The grading, development, use, and maintenance of the 

property, the size, shape, arrangement, and location of the structures, parking areas and landscape 

areas, and the protection and preservation of resources shall conform to the project description above 

and the hearing exhibits and conditions of approval below.  The property and any portions thereof shall 

be sold, leased or financed in compliance with this project description and the approved hearing 

exhibits and conditions of approval thereto.  All plans (such as Landscape and Tree Protection Plans) 

must be submitted for review and approval and shall be implemented as approved by the County.

 2.

Conditions By Issue Area

Air-01 Dust Control: The Owner/Applicant shall comply with the following dust control 

components at all times including weekends and holidays:

a. Dust generated by the development activities shall be kept to a minimum with a goal of retaining 

dust on the site.

b. During clearing, grading, earth moving, excavation, or transportation of cut or fill materials, use 

water trucks or sprinkler systems to prevent dust from leaving the site and to create a crust after each 

day’s activities cease.

c. During construction, use water trucks or sprinkler systems to keep all areas of vehicle movement 

damp enough to prevent dust from leaving the site.

d. Wet down the construction area after work is completed for the day and whenever wind exceeds 15 

mph.

e. When wind exceeds 15 mph, have site watered at least once each day including weekends and/or 

holidays.

f. Order increased watering as necessary to prevent transport of dust off-site.

g. Cover soil stockpiled for more than two days or treat with soil binders to prevent dust generation.  

Reapply as needed.

h. If the site is graded and left undeveloped for over four weeks, the Owner/Applicant shall 

 3.
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BLANCO GRADING FOR ACCESS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

immediately:

i. Seed and water to re-vegetate graded areas; and/or

ii. Spread soil binders; and/or

iii. Employ any other method(s) deemed appropriate by P&D or APCD.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS:  These dust control requirements shall be noted on all grading and/or 

building plans.  

PRE-CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS:  The contractor or builder shall provide P&D and APCD 

with the name and contact information for an assigned onsite dust control monitor(s) who has the 

responsibility to:

a. Assure all dust control requirements are complied with including those covering weekends and 

holidays.

b. Order increased watering as necessary to prevent transport of dust offsite.

c. Attend the pre-construction meeting.

TIMING:  The dust monitor shall be designated prior to commencement of ground disturbing 

activities. The dust control components apply from the beginning of any grading or construction 

throughout all development activities until Final Building Inspection Clearance is issued.

MONITORING: P&D grading and building inspectors shall spot check; Grading and Building shall 

ensure compliance onsite.  APCD inspectors shall respond to nuisance complaints.

CulRes-09 Stop Work at Encounter: The Owner/Applicant and/or their agents, representatives or 

contractors shall stop or redirect work immediately in the event archaeological remains are 

encountered during grading, construction, landscaping or other construction-related activity.  The 

Owner/Applicant shall immediately contact P&D staff, and retain a P&D approved archaeologist and 

Native American representative to evaluate the significance of the find in compliance with the 

provisions of the County Archaeological Guidelines and conduct appropriate mitigation funded by the 

Owner/Applicant.

 4.

Noise-02 Construction Hours: The Owner /Applicant, including all contractors and subcontractors 

shall limit construction activity, including equipment maintenance and site preparation, to the hours 

between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

No construction shall occur on weekends or State holidays.  Non-noise generating interior 

construction activities such as plumbing, electrical, drywall and painting (which does not include the 

use of compressors, tile saws, or other noise-generating equipment) are not subject to these 

restrictions.

Any subsequent amendment to the Comprehensive General Plan, applicable Community or Specific 

Plan, or Zoning Code noise standard upon which these construction hours are based shall supersede 

the hours stated herein.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS:  The Owner/Applicant shall provide and post a sign stating these restrictions 

at all construction site entries.

TIMING:  Signs shall be posted prior to commencement of construction and maintained throughout 

construction.

MONITORING:  The Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate that required signs are posted prior to 

grading/building permit issuance and pre-construction meeting.  Building inspectors shall spot check 

and respond to complaints.

 5.

WatConv-01 Sediment and Contamination Containment: The Owner/Applicant shall prevent 

water contamination during construction by implementing the following construction site measures:

 6.
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1. All entrances/exits to the construction site shall be stabilized using methods designed to reduce 

transport of sediment off site. Stabilizing measures may include but are not limited to use of gravel 

pads, steel rumble plates, temporary paving, etc. Any sediment or other materials tracked off site shall 

be removed the same day as they are tracked using dry cleaning methods. Entrances/exits shall be 

maintained until graded areas have been stabilized by structures, long-term erosion control measures 

or landscaping.

2. Apply concrete, asphalt, and seal coat only during dry weather.

3. Cover storm drains and manholes within the construction area when paving or applying seal coat , 

slurry, fog seal, etc.

4. Store, handle and dispose of construction materials and waste such as paint, mortar, concrete 

slurry, fuels, etc. in a manner which minimizes the potential for storm water contamination.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS:  The Owner/Applicant shall ensure all above construction site measures are 

printed as notes on plans.

TIMING:  Stabilizing measures shall be in place prior to commencement of construction.  Other 

measures shall be in place throughout construction.

MONITORING:  The Owner/Applicant shall demonstrate compliance with these measures to P&D 

staff as requested during construction.

WatConv-04 Equipment Storage-Construction: The Owner/Applicant shall designate a 

construction equipment filling and storage area(s) to contain spills, facilitate clean-up and proper 

disposal and prevent contamination from discharging to the storm drains, street, drainage ditches, 

creeks, or wetlands.  The areas shall be no larger than 50 x 50 foot unless otherwise approved by P&D 

and shall be located at least 100 feet from any storm drain, waterbody or sensitive biological 

resources.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS:  The Owner/Applicant shall designate the P&D approved location on all 

grading and/or building permits.

TIMING:  The Owner/Applicant shall install the area prior to commencement of construction.

MONITORING:  P&D staff shall ensure compliance prior to and throughout construction.

 7.

WatConv-05 Equipment Washout-Construction: The Owner/Applicant shall designate a washout 

area(s) for the washing of concrete trucks, paint, equipment, or similar activities to prevent wash water 

from discharging to the storm drains, street, drainage ditches, creeks, or wetlands.  Note that polluted 

water and materials shall be contained in this area and removed from the site as needed.  The area shall 

be located at least 100 feet from any storm drain, waterbody or sensitive biological resources.

PLAN REQUIREMENTS:  The Owner/Applicant shall designate the P&D approved location on all 

building and/or grading permits. 

TIMING:  The Owner/Applicant shall install the area prior to commencement of construction.

MONITORING:  P&D staff shall ensure compliance prior to and throughout construction.

 8.

County Rules and Regulations

Rules-03 Additional Permits Required: The use and/or construction of any structures or 

improvements authorized by this approval shall not commence until the all necessary planning and 

building permits are obtained.  Before any Permit will be issued by Planning and Development, the 

Owner/Applicant must obtain written clearance from all departments having conditions; such clearance 

shall indicate that the Owner/Applicant has satisfied all pre-construction conditions. A form for such 

clearance is available from Planning and Development.

 9.
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Rules-05 Acceptance of Conditions: The Owner/Applicant's acceptance of this permit and/or 

commencement of use, construction and/or operations under this permit shall be deemed acceptance 

of all conditions of this permit by the Owner/Applicant.

 10.

Rules-23 Processing Fees Required: Prior to issuance of Land Use Permit, the Owner/Applicant 

shall pay all applicable P&D permit processing fees in full as required by County ordinances and 

resolutions.

 11.

Rules-30 Plans Requirements: The Owner/Applicant shall ensure all applicable final conditions of 

approval are printed in their entirety on applicable pages of grading/construction or building plans 

submitted to P&D or Building and Safety Division.  These shall be graphically illustrated where 

feasible.

 12.

Rules-33 Indemnity and Separation: The Owner/Applicant shall defend, indemnify and hold 

harmless the County or its agents or officers and employees from any claim, action or proceeding 

against the County or its agents, officers or employees, to attack, set aside, void, or annul, in whole or 

in part, the County's approval of this project.  In the event that the County fails promptly to notify the 

Owner / Applicant of any such claim, action or proceeding, or that the County fails to cooperate fully 

in the defense of said claim, this condition shall thereafter be of no further force or effect.

 13.

Rules-37 Time Extensions-All Projects: The Owner / Applicant may request a time extension 

prior to the expiration of the permit or entitlement for development.  The review authority with 

jurisdiction over the project may, upon good cause shown, grant a time extension in compliance with 

County rules and regulations, which include reflecting changed circumstances and ensuring 

compliance with CEQA.  If the Owner / Applicant requests a time extension for this permit, the permit 

may be revised to include updated language to standard conditions and/or mitigation measures and 

additional conditions and/or mitigation measures which reflect changed circumstances or additional 

identified project impacts.

 14.
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mike.sblafco@gmail.com

From: hblanco@abns.com
Sent: Friday, February 9, 2024 8:52 AM
To: mike.sblafco@gmail.com
Cc: 'Hank Blanco'
Subject: FW: Land Use Permit - 15LUP-072
Attachments: Appeal Application.pdf; Description of Appeal.pdf

Good morning Mike – please feel free to distribute this email and attachments to all LAFCO Board members and any 
other interested parties. 
 
All the best, 
 
Hank 
805.878.2222 
 

From: De Los Santos, Kevin <santosk@countyofsb.org>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 6:16 PM 
To: Randall Fox <RBFox@reetzfox.com>; Frances Romero <fromero@twlandplan.com> 
Cc: Daniels, Brianna <Brianna.Daniels@stantec.com>; Hank Blanco <hblanco@abns.com> 
Subject: RE: Land Use Permit - 15LUP-072 
 
Hi all, 
 
Unfortunately, an appeal was filed this afternoon. Please see attached. The appeal Case No. is 24APL-004. 
 
I will reach out after we complete our review.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions in the meantime. 
 
Thanks, 
 

 

Kevin De Los Santos 
Planner 
Planning & Development 
123 E. Anapamu St. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
805-884-8051 
santosk@countyofsb.org 
http://www.countyofsb.org/plndev/home.sbc 

 
*** Planning and Development has implemented online permitting. You will need to be a registered user in 
order to submit new applications, and Accela will become our primary project communication portal. You 
can register now – please visit the link below to learn how! 
 
https://www.countyofsb.org/asset/691df04a-6e8f-4dcf-8fd2-68f969895afd 
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From: De Los Santos, Kevin <santosk@countyofsb.org>  
Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 10:48 AM 
To: Frances Romero <fromero@twlandplan.com> 
Cc: Daniels, Brianna <Brianna.Daniels@stantec.com>; Randall Fox <RBFox@reetzfox.com>; Hank Blanco 
<hblanco@abns.com> 
Subject: RE: Land Use Permit - 15LUP-072 
 
Hi Frances, 
 
Please see attached from Mr. Morris. I received this letter on Friday while I was out of office. 
 
We are currently reviewing the letter internally. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Regards, 
 

 

Kevin De Los Santos 
Planner 
Planning & Development 
123 E. Anapamu St. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
805-884-8051 
santosk@countyofsb.org 
http://www.countyofsb.org/plndev/home.sbc 

 
*** Planning and Development has implemented online permitting. You will need to be a registered user in 
order to submit new applications, and Accela will become our primary project communication portal. You 
can register now – please visit the link below to learn how! 
 
https://www.countyofsb.org/asset/691df04a-6e8f-4dcf-8fd2-68f969895afd 
 
 
 
 

From: Frances Romero <fromero@twlandplan.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 4:26 PM 
To: De Los Santos, Kevin <santosk@countyofsb.org> 
Subject: Re: Land Use Permit - 15LUP-072 
 
Caution: This email originated from a source outside of the County of Santa Barbara. Do not 
click links or open attachments unless you verify the sender and know the content is safe. 

Kevin, 
 
Thank you very much! 
 
Frances Romero 
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SENIOR PLANNER 

TW LAND PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, LLC 

SANTA BARBARA  ∙  SANTA MARIA/ ORCUTT  ∙  VENTURA 
195 S. Broadway Street, Suite #209 
Orcutt, CA 93455 
805.720.1120 
fromero@twlandplan.com 

www.twlandplan.com 

 
 
 
On Mon, Jan 29, 2024 at 4:21 PM De Los Santos, Kevin <santosk@countyofsb.org> wrote: 

Hi Frances, 

  

Please see attached. 

  

Please review the conditions and project description to ensure all is accurate. 

  

Please let me know if any changes need to be made. If all looks good, please sign and return it to me via email. I will 
then sign it and send back the approved version. 

  

Thanks, 

 

Kevin De Los Santos 

Planner 

Planning & Development 

123 E. Anapamu St. 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

805-884-8051 

santosk@countyofsb.org 

http://www.countyofsb.org/plndev/home.sbc 
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*** Planning and Development has implemented online permitting. You will need to be a registered user in 
order to submit new applications, and Accela will become our primary project communication portal. You 
can register now – please visit the link below to learn how! 

  

https://www.countyofsb.org/asset/691df04a-6e8f-4dcf-8fd2-68f969895afd 
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mike.sblafco@gmail.com

From: Martha New <marty.new@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 4:27 PM
To: MIke Prater; Joan Hartmann; Bob Nelson; Natasha@sblafco.org; 

law.wmdillon@gmail.com
Subject: Subject: To LAFCO Commissioners ; Santa Barbara BOSupervisors re: SRHCSD

 
  
  
Dear Commissioners, 
  
I am asking you to please grant our District SOI and the MOA road so we may have safe access to our  properties.  I am 
an owner in Lakeview Estates. I have spoken at most of your meetings in regards to this issue and its impact on my and 
my neighbors ability to farm and develop our properties. I urge you to support us in gaining full access by having SOI and 
the MOA road.  Your January agenda (item 6, d, 2) included consideration of a staff proposal to amend the Sphere of 
Influence of Study Area #1 for the Santa Rita Hills Community Services District to include the Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) Road easement area not currently within the boundaries of the agency.    
  
Lakeview Estates is currently unserved by an all-weather road.  This has impeded improvements to parcels inside the 
Santa Rita Hills Community Services District.  The road is necessary to correct an overly optimistic 1960’s plan to dam the 
Santa Ynez River located on the south edge of the district and connect to Santa Rita Road.  That access is impossible for 
obvious reasons and the Lakeview Estates parcel owners have been using an old access road, for decades, which is 
inadequate to meet county standard to allow improvements inside the district.   
  
Recently litigation concluded that establishes a new road access, pursuant to an existing 1990 Memorandum of 
Agreement between the district parcel owners and the Cargasacchi family (who own the land between the current 
terminus of Sweeney Road and the western district boundary).  This new access road, meeting county standards, will 
allow access for fire and public safety officials as well as the parcel owners.   
  
Expansion of the district’s sphere of influence by LAFCO is consistent with your mandate to encourage the efficient 
provision of government services and encourage the orderly formation and development of local agencies based on local 
conditions and circumstances.  See, Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000, section 
56300(a). 
  
Planned, well ordered, efficient urban development of the existing 39 parcels at Lakeview Estates requires access to a 
public roadway that meets county standards.  Expansion of the Shere of Influence for the Santa Rita CSD will allow the 
district to build and manage the needed new road. 
  
Expansion of the district’s sphere of influence will allow the district to construct and maintain a new all-weather access 
road from the current terminus of Sweeney Road to the western edge of the district’s current boundary.  It is needed to 
serve all 39 parcel owners in the district and approval is consistent with LAFCO’s mandate.  I urge you to approve the SOI 
expansion. I have been assured by my neighbors that they will serve on our Community Service board once this is 
granted so we may build and maintain our internal roads through the CSD. Please support us in this endeavor, we need 
your help. 
  
Thank you for your attention to this very important matter. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions. 
  
Marty New 
  
cc: Mike Prater, Executive Officer 
      William Dillon, Legal Counsel 
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