
SANTA BARBARA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISS ON 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

LAFCO 19-07: 

PROPONENT: 

ACREAGE& 
LOCATlION 

PURPOSE: 

October 1, 2020 (Agenda) 

Montecito Sanitary District Sphere of Influence Amend ent and Judith 
Little Property Annexation to District. 

Annexation Application by Board of Directors of the Moq.tecito Sanitation 
District by Resolution adopted October 31, 2019; froperty Owner 
Application for Sphere of Influence Amendment, August !8, 2020. 

Judith Little 5.68-acre property at 720 E. Mountain Dri le, APN 013-040-
031, ("Property") (Exhibit A.)

To authorize the District to provide sewer services to a existing single
family house. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Commission adopt the attached Resolution that will approve a mo
1
dification to the 

Montecitp Sanitary District's sphere of influence and annex the Judith Little roperty into the 
District. 

GENERAL ANALYSIS: 

1. Land Use and Zoning - Present and Future:

The Property is in the unincorporated area of the County known as Mont cito and is zoned
3-E-1 Residential minimum lot size 3 acres, minimum lot width 210 feet. There is an
e¥isting house on the Property and the present and future use is residentilL

2. Sphere of Influence:

With the Commission's approval of the proposal, the Property will be wi ,hin the sphere of
influence of the Montecito Sanitation District. The current sphere of fnfluence for the
Diistrict is coterminous with its boundaries. This will still be true afte the proposal is
awproved.
I 

3. Environmental Justice:

No evidence has been identified that suggests the proposal will have an inwact with respect
to the fair treatment of people of any race and income, or the location of nublic facilities or
services.
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4. T0pography, Natural Features and Drainage Basins

TL topography for the Property and surrounding area is hillside. The roperty is in the
Montecito Hillside (H-MON) Overlay Zone and subject to the standards of the Montecito
Lind Use & Development Code, Section 35. 428.070.

5. Impact of Agricultural Resources

TL sphere amendment and annexation will have no impact on agricultur 1 resources.

6. Population:
I

7. 

Tµere is one dwelling unit on the Property. There is no anticipated furt er development,
slich as lot splits. The parcel is "uninhabited" as it has less than 12 registe ,ed voters. (Gov.
Cf de sec. 56079.5.)

G1vernmental Services and Controls - Need, Cost, Adequacy and Availa ility:

Sewer laterals would connect the Property to the main sewer line. The District has stated
it lhas the capacity to serve the Property. The existing sewer line is on Eas Mountain Drive
in front of the Property.

8. AsseJsed Value, Tax Rates and Indebtedness:

Pursuant to the District's application, the Property will be subject to the District's 
I • • • d b  d ex1stmg m e te ness. 

9. Landlwner and Annexing Agency Consent:

\\['ritten consent has been given by the Property owners. The arme�ing district also 
comsents to waiving conducting authority proceedings. (Exhibit If·) The site is 
uninhabited; namely, there are fewer than 12 registered voters. Therefore1 the Commission
may waive the conducting authority proceedings pursuant to Government Code section I 56662.

10. Bo4daries, Lines of Assessment and Registered Voters:

There are no conflicts with lines of assessment or ownership. The boun aries are definite 
a4.d certain. The County Surveyor approved a map and legal descriptio as sufficient for 
filing with the State Board of Equalization. (Exhibit C.)
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11. Sphere Amendment Determinations, Government Code Section 56425(e).

The present and planned land uses in the area are large lot residential and as stated above, 
thb is no impact on agriculture. The present and probable needs for p_utlic facilities are
bding met regarding sanitation services as the sewer line exists on East 1:1/ountain Drive in
frbnt of the Property. The present capacity of such services are adequat . . And, as stated 
aBove, there are no environmental justice issues. 

12. Applkations; County Department Reportbacks.

4e District's Resolution of application for annexation of the Property was adopted on 
October 31, 2019. (Exhibit B.) Pursuant to LAFCO's processing pr

;
edure, LAFCO 

relquested "reportbacks" from interested County Departments once th . map and legal
d1scription had been approved by the Surveyor on June 30, 2020. Repo s were received 
frpm the Surveyor, Auditor Controller, Fire Department, Planning �d Development,
Public Works, and the Assessor on August 18, 2020. (Exhibit D.) Th

j 
Surveyor noted 

t�e Property was not within the District's sphere of influence even tho gh the District's 
application stated it was. LAFCO then requested a supplemental applica ion to amend the 
s�here, which was submitted by the landowner on August 28, 2020. (Ex ibit E.)

Abide from the comment from the Surveyor on the sphere of influence, no other County 
d
r

artment had comments on the proposal. 

13. Environmental Impact of the Proposal:

The proposal is categorically exempt from the California Environme tal Quality Act, 
Phblic Resources Code section 21000 et seq. ("CEQA") pursuant to C QA Guidelines 
s�ction 15319, Class 19-Annexation of Existing Facilities and Lots for xempt Facilities. 
Tfe Clerk will file the Commission's Notice of Exemption following approval of the 
proposal and environmental determination. (Exhibit F.)

ConclusJn: 

The prop�sed amendment to the sphere of influence and annexation of the Prope ty to the District 
represent[ a reasonable and logical expansion of the District. There£, re, approval is
recommided. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-918 

RESOLUTION OF APPLICATION OF THE GOVERNING B0
1

RD
OF THE MONTECITO SANITARY DISTRICT 

INITIATING PROCEEDINGS FOR 720 E. MOUNTAIN DRIVE ANNRXA TION 

WHEREAS, the Montecito Sanitary District desires to initiate a proceeding or the adjustment of
boundaries specified herein; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Governing Board of the Montecito Sanitary District does hereby resolve and
order as follows: 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

This proposal is made, and it is requested that proceedings be ta en, pursuant to the 
Cortese/Knox/Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 20 I 0, commencing with 
section 56000 of the California Government Code. 

This proposal is an annexation to the Montecito Sanitary District. 

A map of the boundaries of the affected territory is set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto and by 
reference incorporated herein. 

It is desired that the annexation area be subject to the District's existing in
t

btedness. 

The reason for the proposal is to provide public sewer service to one property. 

This proposal is consistent with the District's Sphere of Influence. 

Consent is hereby given to the waiver of conducting authority proceeding . 

PASS ED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Board of the Montecito Sanitary District on the 31st day of
October 2019 by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 

Kem, Bollay, Kerns, Barrett 

None 

Newquist 

ATTEST: 

President of the Governing Board of the 
Montecito Sanitary Distric 
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COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
123 East Anapamu Street 

SCOTT D. MCGOLPIN 
I 

Santa Barbara, California 93101 
(805) 568-3000

Memorandum 

08/18/2020 

To: Mr. William M Dillon 
Interim LAFCO Executive Officer 

From: E. Teiiell Matlovsky 'Jd,, 
Santa Barbara County Surveyor's Office 

Subject: County Surveyor's Reportback for 19LF07 
LAFCO 19-07: Judith Little Annexation to Montecito Sanitary Distric 
APNs: 013-040-031, 013-040-028 

This office has examined the application materials and reports back on the following: 

1. The proposal is contiguous with the existing boundary of the local agency.

irector 

2. The proposal is approximately 5.68 acres. The proposal follows existing lines of ass ssment, and
includes APNs 013-040-031, 013-040-028.

3. Th� proposal is North of East Mountain Drive and includes no public roads. The roposal is in an
unincorporated area easterly of the City of Santa Barbara.

4. Th� proposal is two assessor parcels that are not within the local agency's sphere o influence (SOI)
as described in the LAFCO resolution dated 11/4/2010. No sphere of influence ch!ange application
was submitted with the annexation application, and the application mistakenly state1 it is in the SOI.

The County Surveyors Office has reviewed the submitted exhibit map and legal descriptio . This Separate 
Map check process is to detemiine if boundaries are certain and definite. This office has c

*
! pleted its 

review of (1:9LF07) LAFCO 19-07: Judith Little Annexation to Montecito Sanitary District and finds that
the submitted Annexation Legal Description and Map Exhibits are complete for filing wi the State Board 
of Equalization. The reviewed exhibits approved as to form and survey content are attacheo for reference. 

cc: Michael Daly- County Assessor's Office 
Matt Niblett & Greg Snelling - County Assessor's Office 
Claudia Ornelas - Auditor's Office 
Renee Bischof & Sheila Hess - Election's Office 
Brett Buyan & Whitney Wilkinson - Planning & Development Department 
Lisa Plowman & David Lackie - Planning & Development Department 
Aleks Jevremovic & Ten.ell Matlovsky- County Su1veyor's Office 
Jeff Frapwell - CEO's Office 
Lafco@sblafco.org - General LAFCO emaftAIEEO Employer

Thomas D. Fayram, Deputy Director Chris Sneddon, Deputy Director Lesli Wells, Deputy Director 
Julie A. Hagen, Deputy Director Aleksandar Jevremovic, County Sl!lrveyor 

http://countyofsb.org/pwd 
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SANTA BARBARA LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

Questionnaire for Amending a Sphere of Influence, 

(Attach additional sheets as necessaiy) 

Sphere of Influence of the Montecito Sanitary District 

Purpose of the proposal 

1. Why is this proposal being filed? List all actions for LAFCO approval. Identify other
actions that are part of the overall project, i.e., a tract map or development permit.

The District has a pending Application before LAFCO for annexation of the 
prope1iy at 720 E. Mountain Dr. This is LAFCO Application No. 19-07 "Judith 
Little." The purpose is to get the existing residence onto the District's sewer 
main. Apparently due to an oversight, the District's application did not include a 
required request to amend the District's sphere of influence. This application for 
an amendment to the sphere of influence is a supplement to Application 19-07. 

Consultation with the County (City sphere changes only) 

2. Provide documentation regarding consultation that has occun-ed between the City and the
County with regard to agreement on boundaries, development standards and zoning
requirements for land in the proposed sphere as required by Government Code §56425.

NIA 

Description of area to be included in the sphere 

3. What area is proposed to be included in the sphere? Attach a map identifying the cmTent
sphere and the proposed addition. What is the acreage?

Many of the documents requested in this Questionnaire were supplied with the 
Questionnaire for the Annexation application. For the map, see Exhibit B of the 
Annexation application. The prope1iy is 5.68 acreas. The District boundaries and 
sphere of influence are cote1minous; hence, the sphere map is the same as the 
District boundaiy as shown on the Attachment to the District's Resolution of 
Application for the Annexation. 

4. Why was it decided to use these particular boundaries?

The proposed boundaiy is the legal description of the existing lot that is to be 
annexed into the District. 

Sphere oflnfluence Questionnaire (10-4-01) 
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
Filing of Notice of Exemption in Compliance with Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines 

TO: County Clerk      FROM: Local Agency Formation Commission 
County of Santa Barbara 105 East Anapamu Street, Room 403 
105 East Anapamu Street Santa Barbara CA  93101 
Santa Barbara CA  93101 805/568-3391 

PROJECT 
TITLE: 

LAFCO 20-01 Approval of Amendment of Montecito Sanitary District 
Sphere of Influence and Annexation of Judith Little 
Property Located at 720 Mountain Dr., Montecito, CA., 
APN 013-040-031. 

PROJECT LOCATION; CEQA Exemption:  The property to be included in the District’s 
sphere of influence and boundaries is located at 720 E. Mountain Dr., Montecito, CA., which is a 
5.68-acre developed parcel adjacent to the District boundary.  The Property is in the unincorporated 
area of the County known as Montecito and is zoned 3-E-1 Residential minimum lot size 3 acres. 
The proposal is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act, Public 
Resources Code section 21000 et seq. (“CEQA”) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15319, 
Class 19 – Annexation of Existing Facilities and Lots for Exempt Facilities.   

The Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission approved the above-referenced project 
on October 1, 2020 and determined it to be exempt from further environmental review for the 
requirements of the CEQA, as defined in the State and local Guidelines for the implementation of 
CEQA. 

Exempt Status: 

Ministerial 
Statutory 
Categorical Exemptions: 
      Class 19 – Annexation of Existing Facilities and Lots for Exempt Facilities 
Emergency Project 
“Common sense” exemption, No Possibility of Significant Effect, Sec. 15061 
(b)(3). 

By: Date: 
Commission Secretary 
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LAFCO RESOLUTION NO. 20-04 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY LOCAL AGENCY 
FORMATION COMMISSION MAKING DETERMINATIONS, AMENDING THE 

MONTECITO SANITARY DISTRICT’S SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AND 
APPROVING THE JUDITH LITTLE ANNEXATION TO THE DISTRICT  

WHEREAS, the above-referenced proposal has been filed with the Executive Officer of 
the Santa Barbara County Local Agency Formation Commission pursuant to the Cortese Knox 
Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act (Section 56000 et seq. of the Gov. Code); and 

WHEREAS, at the times and in the manner required by law the Executive Officer has 
given notice of the Commission’s consideration of the proposal; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission heard, discussed and considered all oral and written 
testimony related to the proposal including, but not limited to, the Executive Officer's report and 
recommendation, the environmental document or determination, Spheres of Influence and 
applicable General and Specific Plans; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission finds the proposal to be in the best interests of the affected 
area and the total organization of local governmental agencies within Santa Barbara County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED by the 
Local Agency Formation Commission of Santa Barbara County as follows: 

(1) The proposal has been reviewed and found to be categorically exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code section 21000 et
seq., pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15319.

(2) The subject proposal is assigned the distinctive short-form designation: “Judith
Little Annexation”

(3) Said territory is found to be uninhabited.

(4) The boundaries of the affected territory are found to be definite and certain as
approved and set forth in Exhibit B of the Executive Officer’s Staff Report, which
is hereby made a part hereof.

(5) The proposal is subject to the following terms and conditions: conditioned upon
the annexed territory being liable for any existing or authorized taxes, charges,
fees or assessments comparable to properties presently within the District.
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(6). All affected landowners have given written consent to the annexation and  the  
  annexing agency has consented to waive conducting authority proceedings. 

 
(7) For the amendment to the District’s sphere of influence, pursuant to Government  

  Code section 56425(e), the Commission has considered and hereby adopts the  
  written determinations in the Staff Report regarding the (1) present and planned  
  land uses in the area, including agricultural and open-space lands; (2) present and  
  probable need for public facilities and services in the area; (3) present capacity of  
  public facilities and adequacy of public services that the agency provides or is  
  authorized to provide; and (4) existence of any social or economic communities of 
  interest in the area if the commission determines that they are relevant to the  
  agency. 

 
(8) The conducting authority proceedings are waived and staff is directed to complete 

  the proceedings. 
 

(9) All subsequent proceedings in connection with this annexation shall be conducted 
  only in compliance with the approved boundaries set forth in the attachments and  
  any terms and conditions specified in this resolution. 

 
The sphere of influence amendment and annexation are hereby approved this 1st day of  

October, 2020 and is effective on the date signed by the Chair. 
 
AYES: 
 
 
NOES: 
 
 
ABSTAIN: 

 
By: ______________________ 
       Craig Geyer, Chair 
       Santa Barbara County Local Agency Formation Commission 
 
 
Date: _______________ 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________ 
Jacquelyne Alexander, Clerk  
Santa Barbara County Local Agency Formation Commission 
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